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Introduction 


The festival of “Makarsankranti*, also known as “Uttarayan” is celebrated on 14th and 15th of January across Gu- 
jarat with great enthusiasm. Majority of the craftsmen occupied in this craft belongs to the Muslim Community. 
There are various processes involved in making a single kite. Each process is carried out by various people spe- 
cializing in it. In modern times kites are usedas a communicative mediums to spread social messages. The craft 
involves both men and women depending on the intricate nature of the work. There are innumerable design 
patterns used to decorate the kites making this festival very vibrant and joyous. Kite flying is a cultural passion 


in Gujarat. Kites carry the language of design, aesthetics, style, decoration etc. Kite makers compete with each 
other on these parameters. 
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Kite 
The Festival of Makar Sankranti Cooked Rice, Glass powder, Dry Colours, Soap,Glue, Suvakhar, Water. 
by Cutter, Scissors, Pencil/ pen for marking designs.colour papers of various kinds etc. 
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Process 


* The paper is folded diagonally and cut in halves. Cutting Paper - For normal kite the size of the paper is 20:30 
and for “Cheel” kite it is 27 and a half. 


¢ Patterns are made on the kite by cutting and pasting various colored shaped papers. These patterns define the 
type of kite. le. Chandedar, Ankhedar etc. 


* A bamboo stick is pasted in the center of the Kite that connects two diagonally opposite corners of the kite. 
Another bamboo stick is bent and pasted over the center stick. This stick too connects the diagonally opposite 
corners. 


* To strengthen the kite, thread is pasted on the four sides of the kite. 


+ After pasting the bamboo sticks the tailpiece is pasted at the bottom and small square shaped coloured papers 
are stuck on the corners to prevent the bamboo from coming off. 
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Process of Making the Manzaa 


* The mixture of cooked rice, Glass powder, Colour, soap, Glue, and “Suvakhar” is kneaded to get a semi-solid 
dough like form. This dough is called “Lugadi”. 


* Two poles are fixed approximately at a distance of 20 to 30 feet. The uncolored thread wound between the two 
poles in several layers.The semi solid, dough like color-mix is then applied on the threads by hands. The appli- 
cation process is done on the entire length of the thread. This process is repeated 3-4 times to get a rich and 
uniform colour. After the coloring the thread is wound on the ‘Firki’ using ‘Charakho’(wheel). This process requires 
two people. One unties the thread while the other winds it around the ‘Firki’. While one unties the colored thread 
from the poles the other winds the thread on the wheel. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Professor Bibhudutta 
Baral, Mr. Antony William and Mr. C. Susanth at NID, Ben- 
galuru. 


You can get in touch with Professor Bibhudutta Baral at 
bibhudutta[at]nid.edu. 


You could write to the following address regarding sug- 
gestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India. 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at] gmail.com 


